
Highland Fine Arts Boosters   
Meeting Minutes 

January 14, 2026 @ 6:30 pm 
   

Call to order:    
Roll Call/Approval of Agenda:    
Treasurer's Report: Approved 

Attendees: Emily Piette, Owen Piette, Andy Vercande, Jeremiah Carter, Jason 
Knox, Katie Knox, Sam Holden 
  

 
Upcoming Fine Arts Activities   
Tuesday, March 25- Solo and Ensemble Festival (Band + Vocal)  

Band Information Action 
Solo Festival • Tuesday, March 25th  

• Band students to perform in Board Room 
• Judge (Mary Russell, band director at WACO) and 

accompanist (Denise Roth). Mr. McDonald 
requests boosters for payments of $150 for each 
of them. 

Move to approve payments of $150 for guest judge 
and accompanist by Owen P, second by Sam H, all 
approve.  

SEISC High School Honor Band • Thursday, March 26th  
• Highland to host this year.  
• 120 students to feed lunch and dinner.  
• Casey’s pizza donation for lunch. 
• Dinner: pulled pork & mac and cheese 

o Consider tickets for one time through the 
line per student. 

We will price the meal to determine cost to charge 
students/schools.  

Other events/kudos to students • Owen Knox, Andy Knox, Brayden Zywiec, Saturn 
Lana, and Ciarra Healy were selected for the 
University of Dubuque Honor Band: Friday, 
January 16th 

• Brayden Zywiec and Anna Piette were 
selected for the Southeast Iowa Bandmasters 
Association (SEIBA) Honor Band at the 
University of Iowa School of Music on January 
24th.  

• Tori Marsengill and Cora Piette) who were 
selected for the Young Musicians Honor Band 
at Prairie HS in Cedar Rapids on February 
20th.  

Congrats! Thanks to Mr. McDonald for continuing to 
nominate the support band students performing in 
external groups!  



• Jazz Band to Coe College for competition. Date to 
be announced. Mr. McDonald will request 
registration fees paid by the school. 

Other items • Hold on uniform dry cleaning.  - 
Choir   Information Action 

Solo and Ensemble Festival • Tuesday, March 25th  
• Vocal students to perform in music room 
• Mr. Carter to select judge but has ideas. Requests 

from boosters $150 to compensate the judge. No 
need for accompanist.  

Katie moves to approve $150 for judge compensation, 
Sam seconds, all approve.  

SEISC Honor Choirs  • April 14th for Middle School at L&M 
• March 10th for High School at Pekin 

- 

State Large Group • May 8th at Fairfield 
• All high school students 
• School to pay for registration fee 

- 

Other items Consider/collect more info: 
• Professional folders for music 
• Robe dry cleaning 

- 

Drama    Information Action 
 This Murder was Staged has 
been selected for the spring 
play.  

• Student auditions for the play: January 26-29 from 
3:30-5 pm in the library. 

• Practices will be M, Tu, Th from 7-9 pm starting 
February 2 to April 10. Changes to this schedule 
for basketball games (will be announced by 
Jacob). 

• Tech week: Saturday, April 11 to April 16. Gym 
closed during those days.  

- 

Upcoming dates:   
April 11-16 - Spring Play Tech Week  
April 17-18 - Spring Play Performances (7:00 PM, HS gym). Tickets sold at the door for $5 

Speech    Information Action    

Large Group January 24: Large group districts in Wapello 
• Musical Theater- Greta + Cassidy 
• Musical Theater- Saturn, Wyatt, Aaron, Ciarra 
• Radio- Izzy, Kenzie, Alexis, Aubrey, Greta, 

Cassidy, Brena 

Good luck!  
 
If you plan to attend as a spectator, check out the FAB 
Facebook post about guidance for spectators.  



• Short Film- Izzy, Kenzie, Alexis, Aubrey, Mary, 
Saturn, Ciarra, Braden  

• Improv- Wyatt, Aaron, Mary 
Speech Showcase Input on dates/times for Speech Showcase- where 

students perform for parents/friends at Highland.  
Suggest avoiding dates April 12 and 19. 

Upcoming dates:   
January 24, 2026: Large group district 
February 7, 2026: State large group state 

Art Information Action 

No updates - - 

 
  
Next meeting Wednesday, February 11, 6:30 pm Highland Boardroom 
 

 


